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PTSA President’'s Message
By Shelley Flores CONNECTIONS AND COMMUNITY AT
RJH!

Welcome — and welcome back — to another great year at Redmond Junior High! With each new school year, we have to say
goodbye to people we have gotten to know — breaking some connections. We also have a wonderful opportunity to meet
many new people — making new connections and renewing our community. “Connection” and “community” are words based
in the Latin root con-, co-, col- and com- meaning “with, together, and joined.” (Thanks, Mrs. Clark, for teaching this to my 7t
grader in last year’s Language Arts class!)

Staying connected with Redmond Junior High helps you to know what is happening at the school and with your student.
Staying connected shows your child how important education is to you. Staying connected with the school helps to build
relationships with other parents, staff, students and others interested in education in today’s world. Staying connected with
your child’s school helps build community — our Redmond Junior High community!

There are many ways in which to strengthen connections and community. One is fo volunteer your time with the RJH PTSA and
with the school. RJH PTSA is a volunteer-based organization and relies on your volunteer support. Please take time to review
our volunteer form to see if any of our opportunities interest you. We value your time and talent to help our students. Please

fill out the form and return it to the PTSA mailbox.

Another way to enhance our community is to become a member of the PTSA. | cordially invite all of you to join Redmond
Junior High PTSA in order to continue your connection to your child’s education as they move into and through this community.
Our members receive a school directory to help stay connected. The directory includes student names and phone numbers,
contact information for the staff, ASB Student Council and committee chair information.

Also, to help build connections with other parents and staff, the PTSA holds monthly meetings in the RJH library. Everyone is
invited to attend. Our first General Membership meeting is scheduled for 6:30 PM on September 16, right before
Curriculum Night.

By signing up for the Parent Organizer, you can also stay connected with the school and your communities. This is an
extremely useful tool to find out what is happening and provides you with lots of information about RJH and the PTSA - right
to your email. All you have to do is visit the Parent Organizer site and personalize your profile according to the interests of
your student(s) and you. The best news is that using this tool is free! PTSA pays for all families to use it. So please take a

few minutes to sign up today at https://parentorganizer.com.

Lastly, supporting and strengthening our PTSA community programs at RJH take JOln PTSA TOday|
funds. Our annual “Pass the Hat” fundraiser will be launched during Curriculum Look for r member-
Night on September 16th. This is our one and only PTSA fundraising activity and O.O ° y.OU embe

our goal is to raise $11,000. This fundraiser pays for enrichment programs for the Shlp form in the student
students, student recognition, scholarships, staff appreciation, emergency supplies, paCket and Slgn up today|
Bear Tracks newsletters, school directories, Parent Organizer, Reflections, and much, With your Support we are

much more. We appreciate any and all donations. ) L
able to continue providing

We look forward to seeing you all on September 16™". Please join us in numerous programs/
helping us build a strong community for all at Redmond Junior High! services that make RJH

the outstanding school it
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PTSA Executive
Committee

President
Shelley Flores 556-9818
shelley.flores@comcast.net

Co-Vice Presidents
Ann Dillon 558-4487
dillons@msn.com

885-7813
jchussin@att.net

Jenny Hussin

Secretary
Marie Kent 497-8817
mariekent@ymail.com

Treasurer

Allyn Higashi 869-1322
rih.higashi@verizon.net

Legislative

unfilled

Bear Tracks

Bear Tracks is the newsletter of the
Redmond Junior High School. The
purpose of this newsletter is to report
information and news from the PTSA and
RJH staff to the families of our school.
Please submit info and articles to:
wagnerfamily4@verizon.net
You may also submit hard copy info by
dropping off or mailing to the school to
the attention of Bear Tracks.

Bear Tracks will be mailed seven times
per year—August, September,
November, January, March, May and
mid-June.

Deadline for the next issue is
August 21. o

Redmond Jr. High School
PTSA 2.8.80
10055 166th Avenue NE.
Redmond, WA 98052

Fees and Forms Day - Yes, it's back to
school time!

On August 19th and 21st, the office will be open for families to take
care of all the fees and forms associated with the beginning of the
school year. The office will be open for 2 sessions: morning and
afternoon. During these days, families can purchase a student ASB
card and yearbook, join the PTSA, enroll in ParentOrganizer and turn
in paperwork and fees for sports. New students will even have the
opportunity to practice opening an RJH locker!

You can turn in your volunteer and PTSA registration forms in at Fees
and Forms Daysl!

PARENTORGANIZER Makes Your Life
Easier!

Parents of incoming students: have you registered
at Parent Organizer yet? Doing so will send you
regular, customized e-mails with information about
RJH sports, PTSA, and other activities — a great way
to stay in touch.

Parents of returning students: most
announcements are sent only to specific grade
levels or to members of teams or clubs. Don’t miss
out! Once the school year ends, be sure to update
your student’s profile for the 2008-09 year and check
off his or her activities. If your student is graduating,
be sure to change your school from RJH to RHS so
that you'll get high school announcements

To register or update, please log on to
www.parentorganizer.com.

Questions? Contact Mary Bourguignon (mb@steeple
-jack.com) or Valerie Merrill
(avalermms@hotmail.com).

Save the Dates for the RJH PTSA
Meetings!

Come and be informed! The September meeting is at 6:30 before
curriculum night. The October meeting is at 6:00 PM before the RJH




PARENT READING

TUTORS
Julie Firth, Reading
Specialist

If you are interested in reading with a student once a week to
aid in increasing their reading fluency and comprehension skills,
please contact Adele Montanana (aaejmont@verizon.net) or
Julie Firth (jfirth@lwsd.org). The program begins in October
and runs through June; training is provided. Any amount of
time parents or community members can give is greatly
appreciated!

HELP THE COMPUTER LAB!

RJH is in desperate need of quality headphones for the
computer lab.

Headphones to buy:

Microsoft’s LifeChat LX-3000

Microsoft Employee’s can order them from the company store
or online from http://msecompanystore.com for the price of
$15.00.

Microsoft employee’s who purchase 2 or more headsets from
the Microsoft Company Store can have their donation matched
with cash. Follow the instructions at http://give to match your
gift (Note: must be 2 headsets or more to qualifyl), please
select Redmond Junior High that goes to Mr. Prato Barone, as
your matching organization.

Other interested parents may also purchase these from
Staples, Circuit City or WalMart (best price =

$27.84). Walmart online is located at http://walmart.com.

Please make sure to buy only the Lifechat LX-3000 headsets
from Microsoft.

Please have your student turn in the
headsets to the office or send
headsets to

Principal Prato Barone
Redmond Junior High
10055 166th Avenue NE
Redmond, WA 98052

THANK YOU!

Mark Your

Calendars and Join g
Us!

RJH PTSA Calendar

August

19 & 21 Fees & Forms Day at RJH
21 Newsletter Deadline
September

2 First day - 7™ graders and
new 8 and 9t students

3 First day - all returning students
Welcome Back Coffee

4 First day of Fall Sports Practices
(Football starts in August)
Photo Day

16  PTSA Meeting 6:30 PM -
Curriculum Night 7:00 PM
23  ASB magazine drive kick-off

October

3 ASB Dance

21 PTSA Meeting 6:00 PM
All Band Concert 7pm

Treasurer’s Report
By Allyn Higashi

Beginning balance: $11,975.07
Income: $585.00

Expenses: $2,309.85

Ending balance: $10,250.22

REMINDER TO READ!
Just Read, RJH!
Summer Reading 2008

This year all RJH students will be reading
over the summer. Each student is required fo
read at least one book of his or her

choice. Students then have a choice of how
they want to share what they’ve read. This
will be the first Language Arts grade of the
2008-2009 school year.

Check the RJH website ( http://
schools.lwsd.org/rih/) or Parent Organizer
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RJH PTSA NEED YOU!
2008-09 VOLUNTEER FORM

It’s not too early to start thinking of how you can help RJH and the PTSA next year!
Please review the volunteer opportunities listed below and mark your areas of interest. Forms may be
returned to the school.

Contact Ann Dillon (dillons@msn.com) or Jenny Hussin (jchussin@att.net) with any questions.

Name Phone

Email

ASB Support: Assist ASB Advisor with the student schedule disbursement, fall magazine drive,
school dance ticket sales, help with student elections and other events.

Audit Committee: Conduct biannual audit of PTSA accounts (can be evening or weekend). Three
person committee follows state PTSA guidelines and works with the Treasurer.

Dance Chaperone: Provide supervision at one or more ASB-sponsored dances.

Emergency Preparedness: Help with the coordination and maintenance of RJH’s emergency plan
and supplies.

Grizzly Grams: Help with the addressing and mailing of Grizzly Gram postcards (teacher-written
student recognition postcards).

Health Screening: Assist with testing of student vision and hearing in Sept. or Oct. A one-time event.
Hospitality: Provide refreshments for after-school and evening events.
Library: Help the librarian with projects and coordinate volunteers for library hours.

Membership: Assist with annual membership drive and distribution of student directories in Sept. or
Oct.

__ Newsletter Distribution: Assist newsletter editor in assembling and mailing PTSA newsletter.

__ Ninth Grade Celebration: Parents of 7t & 8" graders provide refreshments for June celebration.

___ ParentOrganizer: Post announcements and schedules from the school, district and PTSA on PO
website.

__ Photo Day: Assist with organization of students on Photo Day in early September. A one-time event.

_____Reflections: Help publicize and coordinate submission of entries from RJH students .

_____ Safe Arrival: Volunteers work with Attendance Office each mornings to notify parents regarding
student absences.

__ Special Needs: Support RJH staff, educate community and advocate for children and special needs
issues.

_____ Staff Appreciation: Provide treats and fun for RJH staff throughout the year.

_____Student Directory: Help with information gathering and distribution of student directory.

_____ Student Recognition: Volunteers organize recognition of “Students-of-the-month” .

Tutoring: Work one-on-one with students to improve reading skills.

Go Grizzlies!




gurvey for Redmond Junior High PTs 4

2008-2009

Which of the following PTSA sponsored programs/activities and volunteer opportunities are you
aware of?

__ Handing out Schedules ___ Photo Day Helpers

___ Legislative Representative ___ Special Needs Liaison

___ Grizzly Grams (postcards) ___ Student Recognition (Student Stars)
___ Staff Appreciation ___ Hospitality

__ 9™ Grade Celebration Reception __ Parent Education

___ Reflections ___Library Helpers

___ Bear Tracks newsletter ___ Parent Organizer

___ Safe Arrival ___Reading Tutors

___ Dance Ticket Sales ___ Chaperones for Dances

__ Magazine Drive Helpers __ Student Directory

___ Health Screening

Would you and your family attend a social event sponsored by the PTSA at Redmond Junior
High?
Yes No

What type of event would be most interesting?
Ice Cream Social Parent/Guardian & Student Luncheon
Parent/Guardian & Student Breakfast Other

How often would you like to receive the Bear Tracks newsletter?
___ 7 times a year (current schedule) __ Quarterly

Which way would you prefer to receive the Bear Tracks newsletter?
__ Hard copy through the mail ___Link to an electronic copy

Have you signed up for Parent Organizer in order to receive emails about events at Redmond
Junior High and in the community?
Yes No

If not, if we offered a time to help people sign up, would you attend?
Yes No

Are you currently a member of Redmond Junior High PTSA?
Yes No
(continued on page 6)




(continued from page 5)

If not, what is the main reason you did not/would not become a member?

Important - Last Questionl We are asking for your help to better address questions
about processes and procedures for day-to-day life at Redmond Junior High.

What would you like to know, or would have like to know, about Redmond Junior High day-to-
day life? (Examples: How and when do I get my child excused from class? How do I get items
to my student during the day? Does my child really need to purchase an ASB card?)

Please return completed form to the PTSA box in the RTH main office,
or mail it to Redmond Junior High PTSA, 10055 166™ Ave NE, Red-
mond, WA 98052.

RJH Beartracks Newsletter Deadline!
If you have an article to include in the September newsletter, please email to

wagnerfamilyd@verizon.net by August 21. This newsletter is a great forum for
sharing information for the upcoming school year!

& & &

Here's to another great school year at RJH - Go Griz-
Zlies!
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When you join the Redmond Junior High PTSA, you benefit your student as well as your
student’s school. Your membership helps support: our Bear TracksNewsletter, Parent Organizer,
Funding for Teacher Mini-Grants, Lobbying for our students, Student Recognition programs, Parent
Awareness programs, Safe Arrival program, Staff Appreciation, and Student Directory (just to name
a few).

For less than 3 cents a day, you not only become a member of Redmond Junior High PTSA, you
also become a member of the Lake Washington PTSA Council, the State PTA and the National PTA.
You will be joining more than 5 million members nationwide who share your interest in issues affect-
ing children. Parents, educators, students and other citizens active in our school and communities are
invited fo join.

Join Us Today!

Redmond Junior High PTSA Membership Form

Circle Number of Members (Directories): 1 2 3 4 (@ $10 per person)
$25 per Corporate Sponsor - Submit business card by 9/22 (2 directories)

Member Names:

Address:

Phone Number:

Student’'s Name:

Student’'s Name:

Provide email address to receive PTSA info by email:

Please make checks payable fo Redmond Jr. High PTSA. Membership forms and fees can be
dropped of f at the Attendance Office, or mailed to:
Redmond Jr. High PTSA
10055 166™ Avenue NE
Redmond, WA 98052

Questions? Contact Shelley Flores (425) 556-9818 or shelley.flores@comcast.net

everychild. onevoice.
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RJH PTSA 2008-09 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Committee E-Mail Phone
President™* Shelley Flores shelley.flores@comcast.net 556-9818
Co-Vice President™* Ann Dillon dillons@msn.com 558-4487
Jenny Hussin jchussin@att.net 885-7813
Treasurer™* Allyn Higashi rih.higashi@verizon.net 869-1322
Secretary™* Marie Kent mariekent@ymail.com 497-8817
Committee Chair(s) E-Mail Phone
August Packets unfilled
Emergency Prep™* unfilled
Financial Review Leann Ratajczyk leann524@comcast.net 894-0397
Grizzly Grams** Chrissy Mahan mahans@hotmail.com 883-8449
Health Screening Tammy Lord t-mlord @comcast.net 885-1556
Hospitality** unfilled
Legislative Chair** unfilled
Library Anne Dardenne helImdardenne@verizon.net 867-5274
Membership** unfilled
Newsletter™* Diana Wagner wagnerfamily4@verizon.net 869-7316
Ninth Grade Celebration  unfilled
Parent Education Joanne Hall jiiahall@juno.com 882-1388
Parent Organizer** Mary Bourguignon mb@steeple-jack.com 702-0501
Valerie Merrill avalermms@hotmail.com 861-5696
Photo Day unfilled
Reflections Becky Holtzinger b.holtzinger@comcast.net 881-5572
Safe Arrival Robin Adler robin@demoxi.com 861-6881
Special Needs** Ronna Saunders saundersjw(@yahoo.com 822-6914
Staff Appreciation™* Stephanie Wilkins stephaniewilkins@juno.com 881-1399
Andrea Quenneville andreaq21@hotmail.com 867-5386
Student Directory Kathy Dennis (possibly) skdennis5@verizon.net 883-2340
Student Recognition** Andrea Quenneville andreaq21@hotmail.com 867-5386
Tutoring Adele Montanana aaejmont@verizon.net 867-5072

**Highlighted committees are still in need of a chairperson at the time of publication. If you are interested in
helping on one of this important committees, please contact PTSA President, Shelley Flores at Shel-
ley.flores@comcast.net, 556-9818.

If you would like to work with any of these committees, please fill out the PTSA volunteer Form in this newslet-
ter and return to Fees and Forms Day. With your help we can continue to offer valuable programs for all
RJH students. Thank you!




