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HAPPY NEW YEAR- 2009!

| hope you all had a safe and enjoyable Winter Break — and survived all of the snow! So much has happened since the last
newsletter. The last few months have had many ups and downs.

| want to express our thanks and much appreciation to all of “our” staff who helped during a medical crisis in November.
Prato Baroné, Chris Broderick, Scott Hagerman, Mike Thomas, Sean Cassidy and Carol Underwood all displayed tremendous
teamwork and professionalism during a very real emergency. | know we are all grateful to them for helping Levi in his time
of need.

| want to thank our School Resource Officer, Bill Corson, for his great presentation at November’s membership meeting.
Officer Corson gave us a look at the current drug culture and increased our awareness of the possible choices and dangers
our children face. Please let me know if you would like another opportunity to hear this very useful information. [Contact me
at Shelley.flores@comcast.net.]

Thanks to our Reflections co-chairs, Becky Holtzinger and Tina Monsaas, for all of their work on the Reflections program and
for putting on a wonderful reception for our Reflections entrants. We had a great response this year at RJH and at the
district levell

Our Emergency Prep chair, Robin Laurence, has been busy taking inventory of all of the current supplies and coming up with
a replacement plan. | am very grateful for her concern for the safety of our children in case of a natural disaster or other
emergency.

Rebecca Scott has researched RJH PTSA website possibilities. We need to address the budgetary concerns and website
content at the next General Membership meeting. We hope to be able to post our newsletter on-line and to provide useful
links for our members (and would be members) on the website.

Our Financial Review team is ready to get going on the mid-year review. Our Student Recognition team is set to re-launch
that program during the next month or two. Focus Day is set for February 26t in Olympia. Our Awards Committee is
currently accepting nomination forms. Please look for these forms in this newsletter, on the RJH school website, Parent
Organizer and at the school.

(continued on page 4)

In Sympathy

Heartfelt sympathy goes out to the family, friends, staff members and
students of Heather Haworth. It was an honor last year to present Mrs.
Haworth with an RJH PTSA Outstanding Educator Award. We all feel the
loss of such a dedicated teacher and person.
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Bear Tracks

Bear Tracks is the newsletter of the
Redmond Junior High School. The
purpose of this newsletter is to report
information and news from the PTSA and
RJH staff to the families of our school.
Please submit info and articles to:
dianavwags@gmail.com
You may also submit hard copy info by
dropping off or mailing to the school to
the attention of Bear Tracks.

Bear Tracks will be mailed seven times
per year—August, September,
November, January, March, May and
mid-June.

Deadline for the next issue is
March 5. o

Redmond Jr. High School
PTSA 2.8.80
10055 166th Avenue NE.
Redmond, WA 98052

Get | olved!

Focus Day 2009!

February 26"
Olympia, Washington

Rally on the Steps

Plan to join PTA advocates from across the state in Olympia for the
WSPTA annual Focus Day. A full day of activities is planned,
centered around a large public rally of the membership on the front
steps of the Legislative Building at 12:00 noon.

All members, along with legislative representatives and the media, are
invited to hear keynote speakers, meet with legislators and show
support for children’s issues.

Lawmakers will need our state-wide support for legislation to begin in
the February 2009 budget session that calls for full funding of public
education!

Look for additional information and the link to register on-line for
Focus Day on the WSPTA website:  www.wastatepta.org. For
questions, contact WSPTA office at 253-565-2153.

When one person speaks alone, it’s an opinion
When 10 of us speak together, it's a concern
When 50 of us speak together, it's a strong suggestion
When 200 of us speak together, it's a movement
But when 150,000 of us speak together, it’s a victory for
children!

GET READY TO:
USE OUR VOICES FOR CHILDREN

Washington State

PTA

everychild. onevoice.




Help Wanted!

Ninth Grade Celebration
Coordinator

Are you looking for a chance to make a special event even
more special?

Here is a great opportunity to help out the school, RJH ASB
Advisor and especially our 9th grade students. The Ninth
Grade Celebration Coordinator works with our ASB Advisor,
Chris Broderick, to ensure that the students have refreshments
onboard the boat cruise dance. The Coordinator will also
organize decorations and refreshments for the reception
following the Celebration Program at the school before the
students leave for the boat cruise dance. The Ninth Grade
Celebration is scheduled for June 15th.

If you are interested in volunteering for this special event,
please contact Shelley Flores at 425-556-9818 or
shelley.flores@comcast.net.

Health Screening Day
Thank you, Thank you

The PTSA would like to thank the following RJH parents who
helped with Health Screening. Our wonderful volunteers
helped the LWSD nurses provide vision and hearing screening
to the entire student body.

A huge thank you to Robin Adler, Julie Counts, Lynelle Allen,
Susan McGrath, Adele Montanana, Romana Kodati, Laura
Modawell, Gale Smith, Kalpama Gilroy, Stacie Vilauver,
Michelle Rooney, Dawn Shimabukuro, Roberta Felker, Wendy
Rice, Bryn Parish, Pamella Cin, Tammy Lord and Teresa
George.

o

Mark Your
Calendars and Join

Us!
RJH PTSA Calendar

January

20 PTSA meeting, 7pm,
Nominating Committee

23 Last day, 1st semester

26  3rd season sports begin

February

16-18 Mid Winter Break

20 ASB Dance

24 PTSA meeting, 7pm, RJH library

March
5 Newsletter deadline

Treasurer’s Report
By Allyn Higashi

Treasurer's Report as of 11/01/08

Beginning balance: $21,090.95

Income: $946.28

Expenses: $11,027.92

Ending balance as of 12/31/08 - $11,009.31

NOTICE:
Redmond High Basketball
Games

All Redmond Junior High students
must be accompanied by a
parent or responsible adult (for
this purpose a high school student
is not considered to be a
responsible adult) to be admitted
to any RHS home basketball
game. This is a KingCo rule and
will be enforced for the safety of
students.




Redmond Junior High Magazine Drive
Chris Broderick, ASB Advisor

HOW TO CHECK YOU MAGAZINE DRIVE ORDER STATUS ONLINE

It's about that time of year when people start to ask when they can expect their magazine subscriptions to start
arriving. The year, we partnered with a new publisher, American Publishers.

American Publishers has a great online tool to answer your question!

Please note that the advertised processing time is 10-12 weeks. (Our drive officially ended in late October) That said,
many subscriptions may not begin until January. Depending on the frequency of issues (some magazines only come 6
times/year) you may not see your first issue right away. The majority of our customers have started to receive their
magazines already!

To find out the current status of your order, simply follow these easy steps:
Go to http://www.aphearst.com
Choose “Check Order Status” button on the right side of the homepage

You can look up your order in two ways.

If you have your pink receipt, you may look up order by zip code and receipt number.

No receipt? No problem! You may look up order by zip code and last name (Be careful if you have a common last
name, it will list all orders in our zip code)

You can also call 1-800-284-9711 or email customerservice@aphearst.com.

My experience with this process has been very positive. If, for some reason, you are unable to locate your order
through the online system, do not hesitate to call the 800-number. The customer service representatives have been very
helpful. So far, | couldn’t be happier with the simplicity of the process.

Also, if the steps above do not satisfy your needs, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ME at RJH!I We want 100% customer
satisfactionl PHONE: 425-885-7034 ext. 6 and ask to be forwarded to my phone (106).

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF REDMOND JUNIOR HIGH.
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PTSA President’'s Message (cont)
By Shelley Flores

And, at our January meeting, we will need to elect a Nominations Committee to help fill our Executive Committee for next
year. This is a critical job and | hope you can help when asked. In the next few months, nominations will be solicited. If you
know someone who you think will be a good candidate, please let our Nominating Committee know. We will have the
Nominations Forms on the RJH website, on Parent Organizer and at the school.

Our next General Membership meeting is January 20t at 7:00pm in the Library. We will be voting on the
Nominations Committee, so we do need a quorum (at least 10 voting members)! | hope to see you there!

Please join us for our next General Membership meeting on January 20th, 7pm in the RJH Library.




Reflections Update
Becky Holtzinger, Tina Monsaas, Co-Chairs

Reflections Update - “Wow!”

Congratulations to all students who entered Reflections! There were 53 excellent submissions this year with
some very creative interpretations of the theme. Visual Arts entrants utilized a variety of media including
watercolor, pencil drawing, 3-D graphic design, oil painting, and even paper folding. Our writers used the
formats of poetry, personal narrative, short story — they were impressivel We had some gorgeous photos,
many featured nature as their subject. This year we had three interesting music entries, a video with stand up
comedy, and even a dance submission. A reception was held in early December where Mr. Barone
recognized each student with a certificate and ribbon, as well as a Garlic Jim’s pizza certificate and holiday
cookie. The projects were judged by volunteers from our community — only 25 of them could be chosen to
move on to the district level competition.

Special thanks go to: Ms. Friday and Mrs. Peterson for “hosting” the Reflections program in the library for
the months of October and November! Also, thanks to Shelley Flores and Kalpana Gilroy for their help and
support. Our judges: Kevin Kilstrom, Melissa Heilweil, Eric Christianson, Dorothy Gilroy, Ashley Buchanan,
and Megan Glassey. Thanks to Bruce from Garlic Jim’s pizza. And, most of all: thanks to Mr. Barone, Mr.
Cassidy, Mr. Broderick, Mrs. Underwood, Mrs. Wolf, and all of the RJH staff who are tremendously
supportive of the Reflections program!!

Again, congratulations to all students who entered this year! The 2009 Reflections theme will be announced
soon!

2008 Reflections Participants

Literature
Sarah Du*, Dana Jensen, Alyssa Meachum, Charles Merrill, Nhi Nguyen*, Keira O’Hearn, Jennifer Schumaker

Photography
Rohit Arabind, Jessie George, Meg Holtzinger*, Samhita Karnati*, Tiffany Kwakwa, lan Mills, Alana
Mousseau, Preetum Nakkiran®, Miranda Pardi*, Michaela Penry*, Alyssa Pereira®, Miriam Zeitz*

Visual Arts
Mayes Al-Mohamad*, Kamya Bijawat*, Shani Chelouche, Sofia Ferreira*®, Hayden Fisher, Alicia Hooper*,
Samhita Karnati, Phillip Klassen, Tiffany Kwakwa®*, lan Mills, Priyal Patel*, Olivia Shultz, Lindsey Unger*,
Brian Wang, Elaine Wang®*, Ben Wherrett, Sophia Xu*, Yutong Zhang™*, Edward Zhang*

Music
Alex Casanas, Zach Hussin*, Karl Ronneburg*

Video
Isaac Stinson*

Dance
Max Levin*

*Denotes students who moved on to district competition.




RJH Musicians
Don Furness, RJH Band

Outstanding Fall Achievements for RJH Musicians

Many musicians at Redmond Junior High can be recognized for high achievement this fall. Congratulations go to our
Jazz Band students for their outstanding performance at the Northshore Jazz Festival at Bothell High School on Satur-
day, November 22nd. They received many fine comments from the two adjudicators and others in the audience. Our
school can be very proud of these musicians.

Earning Outstanding Musicianship Awards were the following students: Peter Castro—alto saxophone feature solo,
Dylan Hall—alto sax solo, Abu Tafesse—tenor sax solo, Zach Barr—trumpet solo, Donovan Benson—bass playing,
and Karl Ronneburg—drum set playing.

In addition to the Jazz students , eight students have been selected to Junior All State music groups, and three students
were selected for High School All State music groups. To be selected for these groups, each student prepared audi-
tion material to be screened and selected for participation in their respective All State Concert. There are hundreds
of applicants for each of the groups. Students that are selected for this honor are among the finest eighth grade mu-
sicians in western Washington, and the three ninth grade students selected for High School All State are honored to
be selected from among the finest high school students, grade nine through twelve, in the state. Junior All State stu-
dents will meet in Des Moines in March for their rehearsal with a nationally-prominent conductor and following per-
formance. High School All State students meet during the Washington Music Educators Convention in Spokane in Feb-
ruary. Well-known Washingtonians who have participated in past years’ WMEA All-State groups include The Seattle
Post-Intelligencer's Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial cartoonist and columnist David Horsey, 2008 National Teacher of
the Year Andrea Peterson, former Spokane County Sheriff Mark Sterk, and jazz saxophonist Kenny G.

The students selected for Junior All State are:

Orchestra: Adrianna Svitak - violin, Chelsea Liu - cello, Albert Daschle - bass, Lydia Hsu - violin, Jennie
Kim - viola

Choir: Mariama Suwaneh- soprano

Band: Albert Ronneburg - bassoon, Karl Ronneburg - percussion
Students selected for High School All State are:

Sierra Allen - clarinet, All State Concert Band,

Emma Wright — soprano 1, All State Symphonic Choir, and

Alex Lin — violin, All-State Symphony Orchestra

Congratulations to RJH’s Outstanding Musicians!

Without music, life is a journey through a desert.

~ Pat Conroy ~ ﬁ




Academic Games
Sara Crinnion, Advisor
Join the Competition at RJH!

Did you know that Redmond Jr. High has a team that competes in a knowledge and trivia based game?! That's right
the Academic Games team competes against other junior highs in a game that stretches students thinking and problem
solving skills. You don't need to be a future rocket scientist to be on our team! All you need is a competitive spirit. We
are looking for students who are good at different subjects: Math, English Literature, History, Geography and general
knowledge; and those who like to debate and present as well. RJH has a reputation for having a small but mighty
team and this year we are aiming for a full and mighty team.

Practices & Competitions:

Practices are held from 2:30-3:30 on Monday, Tuesday and Friday in room 202, during January and February 2009.
Attend as many practices as you can. It’s fine to compete even if you can only attended a few practices. However, the
more you attend the more prepared you will be for the competitions.

At practice we run through the rules and sample questions for each quarter, research topics for 3rd quarter questions
and play fun trivia games such as Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader.

Competitions will be held on Saturday February 7, 2009 and Saturday February 28, 2009

These competitions are played at the Lake Washington School District Resource Center (Redmond Town Center) starting
at 9:00 am. Each team will play 2 games on both Saturdays for a total of 4 games each. The winning team from the
district then plays in the national tournament.

The national tournament is played via tele-conferencing and is a wonderful opportunity for students to meet and talk
with other students from around the nation. Lake Washington has a reputation for being ‘the district to watch’ as our
teams are consistently in the Elite Eight or above.

About the game:

The game is set up similar to a sports game with 4 timed quarters and a shot clock for answering questions. The goal is
to get as many points as possible and as few deductions as possible.

GOAL=15 or more players, we lose points for fewer playersl!
There are individual and group participation opportunities within the game.

Quarter 1, 2, and 4 are similar. 5 players sit at a front table with up to 5 subs behind them. You are given questions,
which you gain points for answering correctly. During some quarters you receive penalties for answering incorrectly
and can foul out after 2 incorrect answers. You can also “steal” questions from the other team. Questions are related
to Science, English, Social Studies, Math and Current Events. Each quarter has a different amount of time on the shot
clock for answering questions. Each quarter is 15 min in length.

The 3rd quarter is very different than the other quarters. The team must research a given topic prior to the competition
so that on game day they can plan and make a presentation. The team participating in this quarter receives the ques-
tion as the first quarter begins, which gives them approximately thirty minutes to prepare a presentation. The students
are not allowed to take any written research into the preparation room however they are encouraged to make posters
as part of the presentation. The question usually relate to a topic with several pros and cons that need to be consid-
ered such as eliminating the penny or downloading music. Other past topics have been carbon footprints and creating
a disaster relief plan for the city of Redmond.

For more information and to join the feam please contact Ms. Sara Crinnion in room 202 or
email scrinnion@Iwsd.org!
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When you join the Redmond Junior High PTSA, you benefit your student as well as
your st uden Yoursmentbership belps support: our Bear Tracks Newsletter, Parent Or-
ganizer, Funding for Teacher Mini -Grants, Lobbying for our students, Student Recognition programs,
Parent Awareness programs, Safe Arrival program, Staff Appreciation, and Student Directory ( Just
to name a few).

For less than 3 cents a day, you not only become a member of Redmond Junior High PTSA, you
also become a member of the Lake Washington PTSA Council, the State PTA  and'the National PTA.
You will be joining more than 5 million members nationwide who share your interest in issues affect-
ing children. Parents, educators, students and other citizens active in our school and communities are
invited to join.

Join Us Today!

Redmond Junior High PTSA Membership Form

Circle Number of Members (Directories): 1 2 3 4 (@ $10 per person)
$25 per Corporate Sponsor - Submit business card by 9/22 (2 directories)

Member Names:

Address:

Phone Number:

~

Student s Name:

Student s Name:

Provide email address to receive PTSA info by email:

Please make checks payable to Redmond Jr. High PTSA. Membership forms and fees can
be dropped off at the Attendance Office, or mailed to:
Redmond Jr. High PTSA
10055 166™ Avenue NE
Redmond, WA 98052

Questions? Contact Shelley Flores (425) 556-9818 or shelley.flores@comcast.net
everychild. onevoice.




Gift Card Drive - Thank you!
Jenny Hussin, Jeanne Thiede, Co-VPs

We were happy to help the counselors in collecting for the gift card drive with the assistance
of our fabulous volunteers. Thanks to: Shelley Flores, Chrissy Mahan, Anne Dardenne, An-
drea Quenneville, and Robin Laurence. As always, it is volunteers like these that make RJH
such a great community!

Mensaje de la Presidenta de PTSA

Por Shelley Flores
iFELIZ ANO NUEVO 2009!

Espero que todos hayan tenido unas vacaciones agradables — y que hayan sobrevivido toda esa nieve. Han pasado tan-
tas cosas desde nuestro Ultimo boletin. Los Ultimos meses han tenido muchos altibajos.

Quisiera expresar mi agradecimiento y aprecio a todos los miembros de nuestro personal que ayudaron durante una
crisis médica ocurrida en noviembre. Prato Baroné, Chris Broderick, Scott Hagerman, Mike Thomas, Sean Cassidy y Carol
Underwood demostraron un excelente trabajo de equipo y un tremendo profesionalismo durante esta verdadera emer-
gencia. Sé que todos estamos muy agradecidos por ayudar a Levi cuando mds lo necesité.

Asimismo quisiera agradecer a nuestro oficial de recursos escolares Bill Corson por su excelente presentacién en la reu-
nién de noviembre. El oficial Corson nos dio un panorama de la cultura de drogas actual y nos informé sobre las dife-
rentes opciones y peligros que enfrentan nuestros hijos. Por favor hdganme saber si les gustaria tener otra oportunidad
de escuchar esta informacién tan importante, escribiendo a shelley.flores@comcast.net .

Gracias a nuestras encargadas del programa Reflections Becky Holtzinger y Tina Monsaas, por todo su trabajo con el
programa y por la hermosa recepcién para los participantes. Tuvimos una excelente participacién este afio tanto en RJH
como a nivel distrito.

Nuestra encargada de Preparaciéon para Emergencias, Robin Laurence, ha estado muy ocupada inventariando todos los
suministros y elaborando un plan de reemplazo. Estoy muy agradecida por su preocupacién por la seguridad de nues-
tros hijos en caso de un desastre natural u otra emergencia.

Rebecca Scott ha investigado las distintas posibilidades para el sitio web de RJH PTSA. Tenemos que considerar las res-
tricciones presupuestales y el contenido del sitio en nuestra siguiente reuniéon. Esperamos poder publicar nuestro boletin
en linea y contar con ligas Utiles para todos nuestros actuales (y potenciales) miembros.

Nuestro equipo de revisién de finanzas estd listo para hacer la revisiéon semestral. Nuestro equipo de Reconocimiento
Estudiantil estd listo para recomenzar con dicho programa en uno o dos meses. El 26 de febrero se llevard a cabo en
Olympia el evento Focus Day. Nuestro comit® de reconoci mientos s
favor busque estas formas en este boletin, en el sitio de RJH, en ParentOrganizer y en la escuela.

Finalmente, durante nuestra reunion de enero deberemos elegir a nuestro Comité de Nominaciones, quienes nos ayu-
dardn a llenar los puestos del Comité Ejecutivo el préximo afio. Este es un trabajo de la mayor importancia, y espero
que usted pueda ayudar si se le requiere. En los préximos meses se solicitardn nominaciones. Si sabe de alguien que
usted piense que pueda ser un buen candidato, por favor hdgalo saber a nuestro Comité de Nominaciones. Tendremos
las formas de nominacién en el sitio de RJH, enParentOrganizer y en la escuela.

Nuestra préxima reunién general se llevard a cabo el 20 de enero a las 7:00 pm en la Biblioteca. En dicha reunién vo-
taremos por el Comité de Nominaciones, para lo cual necesitamos tener quérum (al menos 10 miembros). [Esperamos ver-

D




RJIH PTSA OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR AWARD 2008 -2009
RECOMMENDATION FORM

This award is appropriately named to honor an educator that enables students to be the best that they can be and
helps students develop the tools they need to be successful now and in the future. When we present an Outstanding
Educator Award, the individual is given a hand-painted gold pin in the shape of an apple, and a special certificate. We
al so contribute $65. 00 in the personds name to the Waghin
vide scholarships for the post-secondary students. An educator may be a teacher, specialist, support staff, adminis-
trator or community member.

We would like you to participate in the selection of our award recipient(s) through your recommendations. Our Out-
standing Educator Award committee will make the final selection.

THANK YOU!
Please fill in this form and return to Attn: Awards Committee - PTSA Mailbox at Redmond Junior High. All forms

must be received by Friday, March 27th

| recommend that be considered for an Out-
standing Educator Award.

Describe why you feel this person is an outstanding educator.

List programs/activities that enhanced the Anormal 06 educa

Submitted by:

Phone:
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RJIH PTSA OUTSTANDING GOLDEN ACORN AWARD 2008 -2009
RECOMMENDATION FORM
Each year our PTSA gives Golden Acorn Award(s) to people who have given exemplary volunteer service to children
and youth in our school community. The Golden Acorn Award is very special and is given for continued and dedicated
service. This is an excellent way to honor PTSA members for their contributions to this association. Past recipients

have been parents, teachers, administrators and community members.

When we present a Golden Acorn Award, that individual is given a gold pin in the shape on an acorn, and a special

certificate. We also contribute $65.00 in the persono¢s

This foundation provides scholarships each year totaling approximately $66,000 to Washington State high school
graduates entering their freshman year at college, university or vocational school of their choice.

We would like you to participate in the selection of the award recipient(s) through your recommendations. Our PTA
awards committee will make the final selection.

THANK YOU!

Please fill in this form and return to Attn: Awards Committee - PTSA Mailbox at Redmond Junior High. All forms
must be received by Friday, March 27th

| recommend that be considered for a
Golden Acorn Award.

PTSA Service:

Service to School Community:

Community Wide Service:

Submitted by:

Phone:

11
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PARENTORGANIZER
Makes Your Life Easier!

To register or update, please log
on to www.parentorganizer.com.

Questions? Contact Mary Bour-
guignon (mb@steeple-jack.com)
or Valerie Merrill
(aalermms@hotmail.com).

RJH Sports - Participate!

Season 3 sports begins January 26.

Support the wrestling teams (grades 7, 8, 9) and girl’s
volleyball teams (grades 8 and 9)

Season 4 will begin March 23 with boys/girls track,
girls tennis, boys baseball, 7th grade girls volleyball.
For information on forms and schedules go to:
http://www.lwsd.org/school /rih /activities

Go Grizzlies!
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