
  

 

PTSA President’s Message           
By Shelley Flores 
 
These are the final days of the school year, and our 
attention turns to the last events of the year – 9th Grade CBAs, the final concerts, Honor Society Induction, sports events, 9th 
grade celebration and of course yearbooks!  These are also the final days in my term as your President.  I have truly enjoyed 
serving you in the PTSA for the past two years.  We have accomplished so much this year, and I am very proud of all of our 
efforts.  I will continue to serve the next Executive Committee as well as volunteer at the high school and at LWPTSA Council. 
 
At our April General Membership meeting, we elected the officers for the 2009-2010 school year.  We have a new 
Executive Committee with Lisa Schildt as President, Sheri Pardi and Claire Ronneburg as Co-Vice Presidents, and Carrie 
Casanas as Treasurer.   The office of Secretary is still open.  Please help make our new officers welcome. 
 
Also at the April meeting, we approved a motion to grant an additional $500.00 in scholarship money for ASB events.  These 
scholarships are used to assist some students with ASB expenses.  Additionally, we approved a $500.00 donation to the 
LWPTSA Council Scholarship Fund in honor of Heather Haworth.  We hope this donation will help fund a one-time scholarship 
to a student who is interested in pursuing a post-secondary path in Math or Science. 
 
Our Awards Committee has spent the past few days finding ways to honor our Outstanding Educators –  Ms. Meg Town, Mr. 
Casey Ward, and Ms. Trish Thomassen and Golden Acorn Winner –  Ms. Sue Schumaker!  Please congratulate them should 
you have a chance.  They are all outstanding examples of their peers.  Thanks to all who turned in recommendation forms and 
thanks to the Awards Committee for a fine job of selecting the recipients and awarding the honors. 

(continued on page 11) 
 

Vice Principal’s Message 
By Sean Cassidy 
 

Picture Day in August! 
 

This year, in partnership with LifeTouch Studios, we are offering and encouraging students and families to participate in taking 
school photos on Tuesday, August 18th and Thursday, August 20th, 2009.  These are the same dates as our Taking Care of 
Business Days where we have traditionally asked parents and students to drop in and pay for fees such as ASB and athletic 
participation, register for PTSA and purchase items like PE uniforms, yearbooks, etc.  Many local schools have bundled school 
pictures and these fees and forms days successfully for several years.  Hosting picture day in August will help us prepare 
student ID cards for the first day of school and eliminate a significant distraction in the first week of school.  In the past, 
students have not been able to have access to their cards until after the first week, which greatly impacts lunch and library 
services.  Just in case, this year we will also have LifeTouch representatives taking pictures of students who miss these August 
dates on Friday, September 4th, but we do intend on transitioning to only August picture days in future years.   
 

August Mailer 
Each year, with cooperation from the PTSA, RJH sends out what we call our ―August Mailer‖ in, you guessed it, August.  It 
contains all the forms, flyers, dates and information for kicking off the new school year.  Please make sure that families read 
all the documents and return any necessary materials.  Many of these items help us run schools effectively all the way through 
the year.  Additional information from the state, district and school, that are not ready for delivery on our mailing date, will 
be distributed through students on the first days of school in September.  
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The Golden Grizzly Awards for 

Outstanding Support to Redmond 
Junior High Goes to: 

 
The Team of Prato Baroné, Sean Cassidy, 
Carol Underwood, Chris Broderick, Scott 

Hagerman, and Mike Thomas 

 
Their dedication and commitment to the students at RJH for the 2008
-2009 school year is a golden example of leadership.  Their fast 
thinking and perseverance during a time of crisis was inspirational.  
It gives parents a feeling of assurance to have such professional, 
dedicated and knowledgeable staff who can work as a team. 
 
Thank you Mr. Baroné, Mr. Cassiday, Ms. Underwood, Mr. 
Broderick, Mr. Hagerman, and Mr. Thomas for all you do for the 
students at Redmond Junior High! 

 
 
 

 
Presenting the 2008-2009 

RJH PTSA Golden Acorn Award Recipient! 
 

This year’s Redmond Junior High PTSA is proud to present the Golden 
Acorn Award to a very deserving volunteer:  Sue Schumaker! 
 
Sue has been an outstanding library volunteer at RJH for 4 years.  She is 
pleasant, helpful, and friendly with the students.  She is efficient in any 
clerical work and a fantastic asset to the library program. Sue has been a 
Safe Arrival volunteer for 4 years; has been a reading tutor for Mrs. 
Firth’s classes for the past few years as well; and helps out with the drama 
productions. Sue also stepped up to chair the Photo Day process. Sue and 
her husband, Bob, have chaperoned many field trips and dances – 
including going with the orchestra to Yakima for a special performance.  
Sue has been a consistent volunteer at Horace Mann, RJH and currently 
volunteers at the high school, too.  
 
Sue is truly a dedicated volunteer with a heart and an extraordinary 
Golden Acorn award winner.  
 

PTSA Executive 
Committee 
 

President 
Shelley Flores        556-9818 
      shelley.flores@comcast.net 
 

Co-Vice Presidents 
Jenny Hussin        885-7813 
           jchussin@att.net 
 
Jeanne Thiede        483-5391 
     timnjeanne@msn.com 
 

Secretary 
Marie Kent        497-8817 
                         mariekent@ymail.com       
 

Treasurer   
Allyn Higashi         869-1322 
            rjh.higashi@verizon.net 
 

Legislative 
unfilled 
 

 
Bear Tracks 
 

Bear Tracks is the newsletter of the 
Redmond Junior High School.  The 
purpose of this newsletter is to report 
information and news from the PTSA and 
RJH staff to the families of our school.  
Please submit info and articles to: 

dianavwags@gmail.com 
You may also submit hard copy info  by 
dropping off or mailing to the school to 
the attention of Bear Tracks. 
 
Bear Tracks will be mailed seven times 
per year—August, September, 
November, January, March, May and 
mid-June. 

 

Deadline for the next issue is 
July 15. 

 
 

 
 

 
Redmond Jr. High School 

PTSA 2.8.80 
10055 166th Avenue NE. 

Redmond, WA  98052 
(425) 885-7034 
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ANNOUNCING the 2008-2009 

 RJH PTSA Outstanding Educator Award Recipients! 
 
This year’s RJH PTSA is honored to present the Outstanding Educator Award to three fine Redmond Junior 
High teachers – Meg Town, Casey Ward and Trish Thomassen! 
 
Meg has the biggest heart for her students! She is completely devoted to all of her students.  She greets 
them daily with compassion and a true drive to reach them on academic and personal levels.  She puts in 
endless (or countless) hours and energy making sure every one of her students is successful.  She is a strong 
advocate for her students and programs.  Meg is involved in a variety of university programs and 
committees where her expertise is appreciated.  All outside activities enhance the program she presents to 
her students keeping her content current and relevant. 
 
Meg Town is an amazing, caring person and a wonderful example of an Outstanding Educator. 
 
Casey puts in a lot of his time and passion into perfecting his curriculum.  Students, parents and teachers 
recognize that the lessons are well developed, organized and interesting – and presented using humor and 
compassion.  He has supplied his students with study tools like Science Jeopardy and special study times.  
Casey helps his students learn and understand science. He also gives them life lessons especially about being 
a good person and how to make a difference in the world. Lessons on teamwork, leadership having a 
passion for life and how to be a compassionate and responsible adult are incorporated into everything he 
does. He has shown his students how to make a difference by collecting gently used books for the 
underserved, being a football and soccer coach, chaperoning Spring Break trips, and as a youth leader. 
 
Casey Ward has a special talent for reaching students and is a remarkable example of an Outstanding 
Educator. 
 
Trish puts forth 100% effort in her lesson design and instruction.  She has high energy and is a master 
teacher.  She thinks ―out of the box‖ and connects with her students through humor; new ideas for her classes 
– readings, videos, technology or guest speakers; challenging topics and materials; a special curiosity and 
an amazing enthusiasm.  She ―plays‖ well with others – developing and coordinating curriculum with the high 
school and the LA department and pitches in when anyone needs help.  She came in early and stayed late 
to assist Mrs. Haworth, assuring the student’s math program would continue.  Also known as ―The Weekend 
Warrior‖, Trish has spent untold hours researching, planning, grading and collaborating to enrich and 
provide depth to her content for both regular and honors classes.  She invented the curriculum for the Film & 
Literature class and reviews two to three films a week as well as other activities to keep current.  Trish 
respects with her students, and they in turn, respect her and strive to produce quality work for her. 
 
Trish Thomassen is an open, energetic and friendly teacher who connects with her students and helps them 
connect to the world through film and literature.  She is an inspiring example of an Outstanding Educator.  
 
A donation was made by RJH PTSA in their names to support post-secondary education scholarships with the 
Washington State PTA. 
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We need you! 
By Jenny Hussin and Jeanne Thiede, Co Vice Presi- dents 

 
Photo Days and Packet Stuffing:  August Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Remember that information-filled packet you received from RJH last August?  Those packets are collated each year by 
fabulous PTSA volunteers and helpful students receiving community service hours.  We will be looking for several peo-
ple to help us out with packet stuffing in early August, date as yet to be determined.   
 
 If you think you might be willing and available, please send a quick email to our new PTSA co-vp’s, Sheri Pardi 
(tspardi@comcast.net) and Claire Ronneburg (claireronneburg@hotmail.com) so they can put you on the email list for 
August. 
 
New this year, student photos will be taken during the ―Back to Business‖ days, August 18th and 20th, from 8:00 a.m. – 
2:30 p.m.   Fees and forms will also be collected at this time; you can take care of everything before the school year 
even starts!  We will be needing photo day volunteers for each of these days, as well as on September 4th, for those 
who don’t make the August dates.   
 
Again, please email Sheri or Claire if you are able to help.  Thank you! 
 

...and Thank you! 
 

Continued Support from our Amazing Volunteers 
 
Once again, our RJH students enjoyed a fun-filled school dance with the help of a great group of parent volunteers!   
Chaperones included Dave Sheldon, Beth Evans, Marty Hough, Sheri Pardi, Bryn Parish, Becky Latt, and Jeanne Thiede, 
most of whom have helped us multiple times.  Our ticket sellers as well have been perennial volunteers:  Linda Avery, 
Rosemary O’Connell, Cara Byrne, Bryn Parish, Jody Gold, Alison Crosier and Robin Adler.  
  
What a fantastic group!  We truly appreciate your continued support throughout the year. 
 

 
 
**************************************************************
*  

Do you shop at ?  
If so, you can earn a 10% donation to RJH PTSA! 

 

All you have to do is tell the cashier at the beginning of the transaction that you 
are an RJH PTSA parent or volunteer and the PTSA will receive 10% of all your 

purchases as a donation!  Thank you! 

 
************************************************************** 
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RJH Band and Orchestra - in the News! 
 
Several RJH students will join the Redmond High School Orchestra to play at Carnegie Hall in New 
York!  What a great achievement!   
 
Congratulations to:  Albert Daschle (8th gr) - String Bass, Kyu Kim (8th gr) - Cello, Rachel Kim (9th gr) 
- Cello, Alex Lin (9th gr) - Violin and Jennifer Schumaker (9th gr) - Viola.   

 
...And KUDOS to Sierra Allen, RJH Band! 
 

This Thanksgiving, make sure to tune into the Macy’s Day Parade in New York City - our own  
Sierra Allen, 9th grade, will be playing her clarinet in the Macy’s 2009 All American High 
School Band!  She is one of 3 students chosen from Washington State.  WOW! 
 

********************************************** 
YEARBOOK $$ - Help Needed 

  
The RJH Yearbook is always a treasure. 

 

AND the process of sharing with classmates and affirming school relationships; and keeping THE YEARBOOK 
forever is priceless. 

The last week of school is filled with sharing of memories and giving and receiving support and encouragement. 
The yearbook is a focal point for all our students. 

Yet, some families are not able to afford the cost of a yearbook with all their obligations and committed dol-
lars. 

We have some funds from PTSA scholarship grant but we are finding that this year we will be in need of addi-
tional money to help deserving students be able to have a yearbook/memory book from this special year.So, 
we are asking if any family is able to consider a donation in support of a yearbook for a deserving student - 

we will welcome your donation. Yearbook cost is $ 25.  Checks can be accepted at our Student 
Services Office. 

  
Thanks for your consideration and generosity, 

  
RJH counselors: Brenda Day, Genie Hagar and Dan Coleman 

 

************************************************** 
Host a summer exchange student 
Summer Exchange Students need Host Families! 
 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to have an exchange student stay with you? Well here’s your chance. Stu-
dents from France, Spain, China and Hong Kong will be here from July 9th to August 5th and from July 22nd to August 
11th. They come here to attend school at Redmond Junior High from 9 to 5 and experience our everyday life with trips 
around the area.  
 

If you are interested in being a host family for 3 or 4 weeks this summer, please stop by the Redmond Jr. High office and 
pick up a flyer with more information, or contact 
  
(RJH) Jan Sproul (425-885-7034) or jsproul@lwsd.org        
(RJH) Kaylee Kolrud (425-885-7034) or kkolrud@lwsd.org  
(RJH) Scott Hagerman (425-885-7034) or shagerman@lwsd.org  
Kris Bennett. (425-883-4982) or bennettbunch@aol.com 
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REDMOND JR. HIGH AND LINKS READING VOLUN- TEERS 
Julie N. Firth, Reading Specialist 

 
Thank you! 

 

The Safety Net Literacy classes instruct students in both reading and writing skills necessary to meet high 
school graduation requirements.  Many of our students require daily practice with their reading fluency 
and reading comprehension skills and our RJH and LINKS parent volunteers have continued to fill this 
need year after year by volunteering one or more hours per week to read with students to provide di-
rect reading instruction using a defined curriculum. The tutors’ undivided attention is truly immeasurable 
because the time they spend each week with students not only increases students’ reading skills, but 
builds their confidence in their ability to read and write well across the curriculum.  RJH is the only junior 
high in LWSD that consistently has a host of parent volunteers who come on a weekly basis throughout 
the year and it is also reassuring to know that our Redmond community places such a high value on stu-
dents’ ability to read well.  Collectively, the reading volunteers graciously gave 400+ hours of their 
time to help students strengthen their abilities to read well.  A very special ―Thank you‖ goes to Adele 
Montanana for organizing the parent volunteers throughout this year and the past two years to keep 
the program operating efficiently. 
 

2008-09 Reading Volunteers: 
Robin Adler, Lynelle Allen,  Mary Asplund, Myles Burke, Cathy Dietz, Erin Hough, Becky Latt, Donnie Ma-
son, Charla Mills, Tina Monsaas, Kathleen Reynolds,  Sue Schumaker, Valdehi Screenivas, Sherry Stilin, 
and  Suzanne Zeitz. 
 

 
 

         Grizzly Grams Thank You 
  

I just want to thank all the parents who helped to get out grizzly grams to our students 
this year. The kind words that the teachers took the time to write to the students mean so 

much, and it would not get to the kids if the parents did not give their time!  
I want to thank: Jody Gold, Mette Clarke, Renee Grant, Delene Andrew, Charolette and 

Randy Baker, Richard and Jeanne Carr, Kelli Haworth, and Mary Roberts and also to all 
those who were willing to help out. We just did not have enough months in the school year,but 

we apprecaite your willingness to volunteer.  
 

Sincerely, Chrissy Mahan, Grizzly Gram Coordinator 

 
 

 
From your Hospitality Committee - Thank you! 
Suzy Bask and Chris Robison. Hospitality Committee Co-chairs 

 
Just a quick note of thanks to all the volunteers who signed up to bring treats and refreshments to the 
various PTSA events hosted at RJH during the year.  We started out with a bang at the annual Back to 
School Coffee where we had plenty of delicious goodies, and the always fabulous Starbucks Coffee.  
Then there was Curriculum Night, Family Math Night, and 6th Grade Parent Night.  Our wonderful and 
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Vice Prinicpal Message 
By Sean Cassidy (continued) 
 

Back to School Shopping and the Dress Code 

Over the summer, many families will start purchasing clothes for their students for the upcoming school year.  In order to 
help parents guide their students with their back to school shopping, we have included the school dress code, from page 
nine of the student handbook, into this addition of PTSA’s Bear Tracks Newsletter. 
 

DRESS CODE 
 

To support our primary focus of education, we have established the following guidelines to limit distracting clothing and 
attire during the school day.  Students are encouraged to consult with administrators prior to the school day, with no 
disciplinary consequences, if there is a concern about meeting the dress code standards.  During the school day, if any 
staff member considers an item to be in violation, the student will be expected to change clothes and progressive disci-
plinary action may result.  

Primarily, we ask that students’ attire should be safe, appropriate, non-disruptive, and decent.  To help define this 
concept, the following bullets have been added (with quick measures in parenthesis). 
Clothing, headbands and personal belongings should not display designs or messages about sex, drugs, alcohol, 
obscenity, gang affiliation, violence or harassment of any group. 
Revealing clothing is not permitted.  Shoulder straps should be wider than 2 inches (or three fingers) to cover bra 
straps.  Necklines should prevent excessive cleavage (armpit level).  Mid-drifts and underwear should not be ex-
posed (no sight of skin, boxers or underwear).  Skirts and shorts need to be decent while both standing and sitting, 
holes and wear marks are included (hems must extend past hanging fingertips at side).  Tights under inappropriate 
skirts and shorts do not make them acceptable for school. 
Hats and hoods are not to be worn inside the school building. 
Weather appropriate clothing is recommended (for example, shorts, skirts and t-shirts in the winter) and shoes need 
to be safe in all conditions in case of emergency evacuation or monthly drills (high heels and flip flops can be a dan-
ger). 

 
Spirit/Dress-up Days – Students who fully participate in these days are allowed to wear hats and clothing that is 
unique to that day’s style and costume, but common sense needs to be observed and students may be asked to change 
if attire does not follow our primary focus of safety, appropriateness, non-disruptiveness and decency. 
 

Career Day 

This year’s Career Day on April 21st, was another huge hit for our ninth grade class and for the community members 
who participated.  We had fifteen speakers from our local community, representing a diverse range of careers, volun-
teer their time to talk to our ninth grade students about their backgrounds, experiences, education and day-to-day 
work life.  Students were able to self-select four different speakers to attend in thirty minute sessions and learned 
about different areas of study to pursue, glimpse at possible future trends in the specific field, and ask lots of great 
questions.  A special thanks goes out to Mr. Chris Fleharty for his time and work in spearheading this project into it’s 
second successful year. 
 
 

Sixth Grade Visits 

Later in May and in early June, our new class of incoming seventh graders will arrive to visit and tour our facility.  It is 
so exciting and rejuvenating to see this youthful energy file through our doors.  Our program will continue to stress a 
warm, friendly and informative welcome (to that big, scary Junior High), include a guided tour of the school building, 
office personnel, and grounds by our ASB and IGNITE leadership students, a quick and fun experience of a day in the 
life of a seventh grader, and a question and answer session with our student panel.  As students leave to return to the 
elementary school, they leave through a ―high-five‖ tunnel of our student leaders with messages of working hard in the 
remainder of sixth grade, remember to ask us lots of questions (we want to answer them!), and we can’t wait until we 
see them again in the fall.  This is truly one of the high points of each year for the incoming students, student leaders 
and myself. 
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PTSA Membership Thank 
you! 

 
Thanks to everyone who became members 

of RJH PTSA this year.  Each and every 
membership is much appreciated and 

proves that our children and their 
education, health and safety are very 

important to us all.  Just some fun facts here 
are the membership numbers from years 

past.  
 

Your Membership Co-Chairs:  Lori Moon 
and Shelley Flores 

 
 

School Year        Membership 
2007-2008     488 
2006-2007     553 
2005-2006     576 
2004-2005     554 
2003-2004     554 
2002-2003     536 
2001-2002     301 
2000-2001     451 
1999-2000     506 

 
Welcome our New PTSA Officers 

 for the 2009-2010 School Year 
 

Please welcome our new officers for the upcoming year 
starting July 1, 2009 and going to June 30, 2010, elected 
into office on April 21, 2009.  They have all stepped up to 
help direct your PTSA, so please congratulate and thank 
them all! 
 
Lisa Schildt – President 
Sheri Pardi – Co-Vice President 
Claire Ronneburg – Co-Vice President 
Carrie Casanas – Treasurer 
 
The office of Secretary is still open.  If you are interested in 
being part of this excellent team, please contact Shelley 
Flores at Shelley.flores@comcast.net or 425-556-9818.  
 
Thank you to our 2008-2009 Nominating Committee Laura 
Welton, Gale Smith and Alina Mars who did an excellent 
job of finding our nominees. 

Mark Your Calendars 
and Join Us! 
RJH PTSA Calendar 
 

May 
26 PTSA Meeting 7pm, RJH Library 
June 
15 9th grade reception 
19  Last School Day 
July  
15 RJH Beartracks Deadline! 
August 
18 and 20  ―Forms and Fees’ Days 
 

Treasurer’s Re-
port 
By Allyn Higashi 
 

Treasurer's Report as as of 4/1/2009  
Beginning Balance 10,290.75 
Expenses    1,010.00 
Ending Balance  
as of 4/30/2009          9,280.75  

 

What: Redmond High School DECA Auction 
 

Where: Redmond High School Cafeteria 
When: Wednesday, May 27, 2009 

6:00 pm- Viewing of auction items, music, dancing and the si-
lent auction.  

7:00pm -  Live auction  
Tickets: $10 per person 

 
Grab your family and friends for a fun-filled night and step 
into a scene straight out of the Roaring Twenties! Experience 
the upbeat atmosphere, as flapper girls and live entertainment 
surrounds you. You’ll also be able to participate in a silent as 
well as a live auction all while enjoying delectable refresh-
ments! An assortment of items of all sizes and value are avail-
able to bid on, so you’re bound to unique items, events and 
adventures! All proceeds benefit Redmond High School’s DECA 
Chapter. 
 
To purchase tickets and for more information, please contact 
Grace Brady at gbrady@lwsd.org or 425-498-7156 
You can also purchase tickets from any Marketing Manage-
ment student at Redmond High School. 
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AN EVENING WITH MR. BRODERICK 
 

Join us at Redmond Junior High for an inspirational  evening of thoughtful musings and reflections on the joy 
of working with and parenting adolescents. This evening is designed for parents to reconnect with the joy of 
parenting their teen. Adolescence is one of the most exciting, eventful and challenging stages of development. 
Come listen as Chris Broderick, Leadership and Photography teacher at RJH, shares his passion for youth. 
Broderick’s presentation skillfully weaves poetry, photography, and tangible tools into an entertaining and 
educational event.    

LOCATION: REDMOND JUNIOR HIGH COMMONS 
DATE: THURSDAY, JUNE 4th 2009 

TIME: 7:00-8:00 PM 
 

 
RJH ASB Corner 
By Maya Balakrishnan 
 
Dear Parents, 
Redmond Junior High Leadership is providing lots of end of the year activities between the months of May and June. 
 

May 29, 2009 
Family Fun Center (Magazine Drive Reward)  
We are providing a great field trip to the Family Fun Center for RJH students who qualified during the magazine drive. 
A fun reward for the magazines they sold this year! 
 

June 15, 2009 
9th Grade Reception: Please join us for a reception for 9th grade students, parents, and staff in the Redmond Junior 
High Gym from 4:45-5:30.  There will be a short program at 4:45, followed by light refreshments and social time. 
 

June 15, 2009 
Boat Ride: Ninth graders will have the opportunity to go on a boat ride this evening.  The dress code for the boat ride 
is ―summer casual.‖  Jeans or shorts are appropriate attire.  For safety reasons, we ask that heels are 1.5 inches or 
lower, and that dresses and skirts are shorter than ankle-length.  Due to the cool evening breeze, a light jacket or 
sweater is recommended.  All attire must conform to the dress code listed in the student handbook.  Students not 
conforming to the dress code will not be permitted to board the buses.  Backpacks are prohibited.  Small handbags are 
permitted, but are subject to security search.  Any belongings are the responsibility of the owner—there is no coatroom 
on board.  Furthermore, all attendees are expected to follow RJH behavior expectations, including school-appropriate 
dancing.  Students who do not follow this guideline will be removed from the dance floor by RJH staff. 
 

June 17, 2009 
Touch of Class Assembly: We will be honoring the ninth graders’ hard work this year and will also be presenting 
other awards for achievement! Family and friends are welcome to attend. Parents whose students will receive special 
awards will be notified in advance. 
 

June 19, 2009 

Last Day 

 

 

The Honor Society induction ceremony was on Tuesday, May 

19.  Members completed a minimum of 15 hours of 

community service and maintained a 3.6 GPA.  
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Mensaje de la Presidenta de PTSA P Por  Shel l ey Fl or es 
 

Estamos en los últimos días del año escolar, y ponemos nuestra atención en los últimos eventos del año – CBAs del 
noveno grado, los conciertos finales, la ceremonia final de la Sociedad de Honor, la graduación del noveno gra-
do y, por supuesto, ¡el Anuario escolar!  Éstos son también mis últimos días como Presidenta.  En verdad he disfru-
tado el servirles por los últimos dos años.  Hemos logrado tanto este año, y estoy muy orgullosa de todos nuestros 
esfuerzos.  En el futuro serviré en el comité ejecutivo, como voluntaria en la High School y tambi®n en el Consejo 
de LWPTSA. 
Durante nuestra reunión general de miembros en abril, elegimos a los oficiales que servirán durante el año esco-
lar 2009-2010.  Tenemos un nuevo comité ejecutivo, con Lisa Child como Presidente, Sheri Pardi y Claire Ronne-
burg como co-Vicepresidentes, y Carrie Casanas como Tesorera.  El puesto de Secretaria (o Secretario) todavía 
se encuentra disponible.  Por favor ayúdenos a que nuestro nuevo comité ejecutivo se sienta bienvenido.  
Asimismo, durante nuestra reunión de abril, aprobamos la propuesta de otorgar $500 adicionales para eventos 
de ASB.  Estas becas son usadas para ayudar a algunos estudiantes con sus gastos de ASB.  Adicionalmente, 
aprobamos una donación de $500 dólares al Fondo de Becas del Consejo de LWPTA a nombre de Heather 
Haworth.  Esperamos que esta donación ayude a financiar una beca para un estudiante que está interesado en 
continuar sus estudios superiores en el campo de las Matemáticas o las Ciencias. 
Nuestro Comité de Reconocimientos ha pasado los últimos días buscando maneras de mostrar nuestro aprecio por 
los Educadores Sobresalientes de este año – Ms. Meg Town, Mr. Casey Ward, y Ms. Trish Thomassen, y la gana-
dora del Golden Acorn ð Ms. Sue Schumaker!  Si se presenta la oportunidad, por favor felic²telos. Todos ellos son 
ejemplos a seguir.  Gracias a todos los que enviaron sus formas de recomendación y gracias al Comité de Reco-
nocimiento por el gran trabajo de selección que hicieron.  
Estamos finalizando nuestros programas de este año con otro magnífico evento de reconocimiento al personal.  El 
tema de este mes es Fiesta Mexicana.  Nuestro equipo de Reconocimiento al Personal verdaderamente se ha de-
dicado a asegurarse de que el personal de RJH sepa lo mucho que los apreciamos.  Los Grizzly Grams se siguen 
enviando cada mes, y hemos tenido dos eventos de Reconocimiento a los estudiantes en los últimos dos meses, con 
doce Estudiantes Estrella más. El equipo de Preparación para Emergencias se ha asegurado de que tengamos 
todos los suministros necesarios.  
Siempre he creído que la comunicación es una parte muy importante de cualquier organización.  Con eso en men-
te, estamos expandiendo nuestros medios para mantenernos en contacto con todos los padres.  Próximamente 
tendremos cambios en la manera en que enviamos nuestro boletín mensual y nuestro boletín diario.  Continuamos 
esforzándonos en mantener los costos de operación de PTSA bajos, as² como en encontrar maneras de reducir 
nuestro impacto ambiental.  Un cambio que hemos hecho es reducir el número de ediciones de Bear Tracks.  Nota-
mos que la información en el boletín de Junio era en su mayoría una repetición de la información del de mayo.  

Por lo tanto, esta el la última edición de este año escolar. 

Espero que todos tengan un excelente verano. ¡Nos vemos el año que viene! 

 

*******************************************************************************  

 

 Youth Empowerment Seminar (YES!) 
  

Youth Empowerment Seminar for teenagers (14-18) , a program by International Association for Human 
Values, is being held at  The Bahai Center across the CrossRoads Mall in Bellevue from June 22 to 26, 
2009.  Please follow the link http://secure.artofliving.org/course_details.aspx?course_id=4842 to reg-
ister.  Course fee is $175 and goes up to $225 after June 8th.  No registration at the door. This innova-
tive YES! course adapts ancient wisdom and yogic practices to offer a comprehensive leadership pro-
gram for teenagers (ages 14-18), stress reduction techniques and problems solving strategies. The pro-
gram is perfect for anyone with a desire to get to know themselves better, relax a bit more and take 
more control over their emotions. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Shyam at 425-883-3487 or visit http://
youthempowermentseminar.org/Site_3/YES%21_Home.html to learn more. 
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PTSA President’s Message 
By Shelley Flores (continued) 
 
We are winding down our programs for the year with Staff Appreciation preparing another wonderful event.  This 
month’s theme is Mexican Fiesta.  Our Staff Appreciation team is truly dedicated to making sure our RJH staff knows 
they are valued.  Grizzly Grams are being sent out each month, and Student Recognition has had two great events 
over the past couple of months honoring 12 more Student Stars.  Emergency Prep is on the road to making sure we 
have necessary supplies on hand. 
 

One concept that I have always believed to be an important part of any organization is communication.  With that in 
mind, we are expanding our ways of keeping in touch with our parents.  Please look for additions and changes to the 
way we send you the newsletter and daily news bulletins.  We continue to strive to keep costs down for the PTSA as 
well as finding ways to reduce our environmental impact. One change we have made is to reduce the number of Bear 
Tracks editions.  We found that the information in the June newsletter was mostly a repeat of the May newsletter.  
Therefore, this is the last edition for the school year. 
 

At our upcoming May General Membership meeting we will have a short business portion so that we may approve a 
budget for next year as well as approve some needed changes to the Standing Rules.  Please plan to attend so that 
we have enough members to conduct this business.  We will then honor our committee chairs, outgoing officers, and 
install our new officers.   
 

I hope you all have a great summer and I will see you next year! 
 

Important Calendar Update 
Our last PTSA meeting of the year is the May 26th General Membership Meeting.  It will start at 

7:00pm in the Library.  We will be approving a budget as well as honoring volunteers and 
installing new officers. 

 

THANK YOU!! 
 

Student Recognition Thank You - Thanks to Chrissy Mahan and all of the Grizzly Gram senders who have helped 
brighten the day of our students with a special postcard.  
Thanks to Andrea Quenneville and all of our parents who helped with decorations, setup and refreshments for our 
Student Recognition Luncheons all year.  The students and the staff get excited about this recognition program.   And 
Big Thanks goes to Garlic Jim’s Pizza for providing free pizza for each of the luncheons. 
 
Staff Appreciation Thank You - Thanks to Stephanie Wilkins and Andrea Quenneville and all of the parents who 
provided goodies for our staff throughout the year. I know our staff is very grateful for all of the wonderful attention. 
 
Emergency Preparation Thank You - Thanks to Robin Lauerence and her helpers for taking the time to inventory all 
of our supplies, finding out what we need, and stocking up on the supplies for our students. 
 
Communications Thank You - Thanks to Diana Wagner, newsletter editor, and Mary Bourguignon and Val Merrill, 
Parent Organizer editors, for their continued excellence in keeping our parents informed.  They are our ―lifeline‖ to 
each other. 
 
Day-To-Day Committees Thank You - Thanks to Robin Adler and all of the wonderful volunteers who help out each 
day to make sure our students have arrived at school.  Thanks to Anne Dardenne and the library volunteers who help 
the library staff.  Thanks to Adele Montanana and all the reading tutors who are dedicated to helping our struggling 
students. 
 

Parent Education Thank You - Thanks to Joanne Hall who has dedicated a tremendous amount of time and energy to 
provide us with a variety of wonderful workshops and presentations to help us continue our educational journey. 
 

Thank you to Janitzia Pizzaro for all her translations throughout the year for the newsletter - we appreci-
ate all you do! 
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RJH PTSA website - Check us out! 
 
We’ve been working all year and finally are 
close to a finished product.  Visit http://
www.rjhptsa.org for our website.  The August 
packets will explain more about next year’s 
newsletter distribution - we are looking to 
have an online and hardcopy version of the 
newsletter - you decide which to receive!  
Comments?  Email Diana Wagner at 
dianavwags@gmail.com. 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 9TH 
GRADERS AS THEY MOVE ON TO 
HIGH SCHOOL - WE ARE PROUD 
OF YOU! 

 

Bear Tracks 
Redmond Jr. High PTSA Newsletter 
10055 166th Avenue NE 
Redmond, WA  98052 

 
 

 

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

US Postage  
PAID 

Redmond, WA 
Permit No. 247 

 
Flea Market 
The France/Spain June 2009 travelers 
are organizing a flea market/garage 
sale to earn money for the trip.  It will 
be in the RJH parking lot on Saturday 
morning, May 30 from 8:30 until 2:00.    
Each traveler will be responsible for 
their own table and merchandise.  Join 
us for fun and bargains!   
  
 
 

Summer is a great time to 
work on a Reflections pro-
ject!  The categories are: 
Photography, Music Com-
position, Film, Art, and 
Dance. The theme: 
“Beauty is…”  Encourage 


